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	Address by Mrs Irina Bokova, 
Director-General of UNESCO
on the occasion of World Press Freedom Day
Prize Award Ceremony and Conference Closing
Brisbane, Australia, 3 May 2010


Distinguished President and Members of the Jury,

Professor Bromley,

Ms Mónica González Mujica,

Your Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a tremendous honour and a great pleasure for me to be here with you today on the occasion of World Press Freedom Day. I am very touched by the famously warm Aussie welcome I’ve received “Down Under”, as you say, on this, my first visit to Australia as Director-General of UNESCO.

I would like to congratulate all the participants for making this World Press Freedom Day Conference, on this year’s theme of “Freedom of Information”, so very stimulating and thought-provoking. Thank you, John McMillan, Australia’s Information Commissioner, and all the many representatives from Australia’s government, civil society, media and academia.
I am most grateful to the Australian National Commission for UNESCO, for facilitating the cooperation between our Organization and Australia’s authorities and civil society institutions. UNESCO’s long-standing working relations with this country concern many key areas, such as the World Heritage and the Memory of the World committees. I very much look forward to us continuing this fruitful collaboration.

Professor Bromley, on behalf of UNESCO, please allow me to reiterate our sincere appreciation for the University of Queensland School of Journalism and Communication’s partnership on this World Press Freedom Day.

I also thank Mr John Thloloe, President of the Jury, the Guillermo Cano and Ottaway family foundations, and Jyllands Posten/Politiken Newspapers Ltd, sponsors of the World Press Freedom Prize.

It seems particularly appropriate that we should be celebrating this International day here in Australia, a country whose press is outspoken, vibrant and unfettered, as befits a truly free and open society. 
Australia adopted freedom of information laws in 1982, many years before the current wave of legislation being passed in countries all over the world. In recent years, you have embarked on a thorough reform of your freedom of information regime which will strengthen this fundamental right even further.
By setting such an excellent example, Australia is furthering the cause of Freedom of Information – and the transparency, justice and social progress that spring from that freedom – not just in this country, but all over the world. 
These issues are of tremendous importance to UNESCO, which has been mandated to promote the universal right of freedom of expression and its corollaries, press freedom and freedom of information, universal access to information and knowledge. These are indispensible for the attainment of all human rights, and they are fundamental to strengthening democracy, facilitating peace and fostering sustainable development.

“There is a terrific disadvantage in not having the abrasive quality of the press applied to you daily.

“Even though we never like it, and even though we wish they didn't write it, and even though we disapprove, there isn't any doubt that we could not do the job at all in a free society without a very, very active press.”

These words were uttered by the late President John F Kennedy. Nearly 47 years after his death, they ring as true as ever. While the scrutiny of the press is not always welcome, it is a fundamental and necessary part of any society whose government and institutions purport to be accountable.
Is it not the press’s role to be a thorn in the side of the authorities, at every level of society? 
Co-operating with the media by giving them the facts – in other words, “freedom of information” - is essential to press freedom.
We all need information about matters that affect us or have the potential to affect us, to make informed and meaningful decisions, to take part fully in society. Put another way, “Knowledge is power,” as the British philosopher Francis Bacon declared 400 years ago.
It is not enough for governments and organisations to provide access to information. Journalists are essential to our enjoyment of the “right to know”, and they must therefore be able to work in an environment conducive to free and independent reporting.
In this regard, once again, this year, a shadow is cast over our celebration of World Press Freedom Day.
I am of course referring to the ill-treatment of journalists.
Last year, UNESCO condemned the killing of 77 journalists. Most of these were not war casualties – they were local reporters going about their everyday business of covering the news. Countless other journalists all over the world continue to endure harassment, intimidation or physical assault in the course of defending our right to know.
We cannot help but be overcome with indignation and concern that serious violations against press freedom persist - despite repeated international calls to end impunity for those who harm journalists.
In the past decade, in eight out of ten cases, those responsible for murdering journalists were not brought to justice. This is simply unacceptable.
I cannot emphasize strongly enough that national authorities have the primary obligation to prevent and punish crimes against journalists. Today, I call upon governments everywhere to assume this responsibility as a matter of urgency.

To quote the late Corazon Aquino, former President of the Philippines and Asia’s first female president:
“The media's power is frail…. it can be shut off with the ease of turning a light switch.”
Let us do what it takes to keep the light of press freedom burning brightly.

The journalists who take the gravest of risks to keep us informed are truly remarkable people. In recognition of this, in 1997 our Organization established the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom prize.
Named after the Colombian newspaper editor Guillermo Cano, murdered in 1986 by the drug-trafficking mafia he had bravely denounced, the prize honours a person, organization or institution that has made an outstanding contribution to the defence and/or promotion of press freedom.

This year, the prize has gone to a truly exemplary journalist who I am delighted to say has honored us with her presence today - Ms Monica Gonzales Mujica.

This dauntless journalist let nothing – and I mean nothing - stand in the way of her search for the truth, and her determination to inform the public, in her native Chile during the military dictatorship.

She was repeatedly fired from different jobs for reporting uncomfortable truths about the regime. When this didn’t stop her, she was jailed and tortured for uncovering the dictatorship’s human rights violations and financial wrongdoings.

Upon her release from prison, she continued publishing books and articles which regularly landed her in court. She was detained yet again and an attempt on her life was made in 1988.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This story has a happy ending, because Ms Gonzales Mujica survived to see the dictatorship fall. After Chile’s return to democracy in 1990, she continued her work as a journalist and newspaper editor. Today, she shares her knowledge and experience of working under the very toughest of conditions with students at the Center of Journalism and Investigation in Santiago, and in workshops abroad.
She still champions the cause of “freedom of information” on behalf of the innumerable victims of human rights crimes. She still works as an investigative journalist, scrutinizing government, public institutions, and in the private sector, exposing poor labour conditions and other issues affecting Chile’s most disadvantaged. Her work, and that of other Chilean investigative journalists, has been made easier by a freedom of information law that came into effect in the country last year.
As the first woman elected for the position of UNESCO’s Director-General, it gives me great pleasure to honour an extraordinary woman journalist during this first World Press Freedom Day of my tenure. 
Mrs Gonzales Mujica, it is with the highest admiration that I present you with the 2010 World Press Freedom Day Prize. Please accept this certificate and a check for US$ 25,000 in recognition of your truly unwavering commitment to press freedom. My congratulations to you!
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